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PREFACE. 


The  fourth  volume  of  the  OsprEY  is  now  completed,  with  the  issue  of  the  present  part.  It  has 
196  pages,  including'  the  title  page,  preface  and  index;  the  previous  volume  (first  under  present 
management)  included  172  pages  and  5  plates,  and  the  second  only  144  pages. 

The  editors  have  to  admit  delay  in  the  issue  of  many  of  the  numbers.  The)'  had  hoped  to  have 
had  each  one  ready  by  the  15th  of  the  month  for  which  it  appeared,  but  it  has  been  beyond  their 
power  to  do  so.  They  can  only  hope  that  future  delays  will  be  fewer  than  in  the  past.  Such  delays, 
however,  appear  to  be  incident  to  our  best  zoological  journals,  such  as  our  contemporaries  in  the 
same  field,  the  Auk  and  the  Ibis,  and  especially  our  contemporary  in  the  wider  field  of  biology, 
the  American  Naturalist.  If  we  sin,  therefore,  we  may  console  ourselves  that  we  sin  in  goodly 
company. 

The  biographical  portion  of  the  Osprey  has  been  so  favorably  received  that  it  will  be  made  a 
still  more  prominent  feature  hereafter.  The  series  of  articles  on  the  Life  and  Times  of  William 
Swainson  has  been  extended  much  beyond  the  limits  originally  contemplated.  It  was  intended 
to  condense  the  memoir  in  four  parts  duly  apportioned  at  the  outset.  Much  interesting  matter  was 
omitted  in  this  condensation,  and  the  author  was  easily  convinced  that  fuller  details  would  be 
acceptable,  and  that  he  would  not  only  be  pardoned,  but  thanked  by  some  at  least,  for  the  extension 
given  to  it.  The  approval  of  such  extension  was  unanimous  on  the  part  of  all  consulted  in  the 
matter.  This  extension,  however,  has  entailed  the  postponement  of  minor  sketches  of  American 
Ornithologists  with  their  portraits,  but  they  will  follow  in  due  course. 

The  portraits  of  sixteen  gentlemen  who  have  become  conspicuous  in  one  way  or  another  in  the 
Ornithology  of  the  United  States  have  been  already  engraved — and  were  indeed  completed  a  year 
ago;  and  these  will  be  published  in  due  course.  The  subjects  whose  portraits  have  thus  been  pre- 
pared for  publication  are  Dr.  Joel  Asaph  Allen,  Dr.  John  Bachman,  Mr.  John  G.  Bell,  Mr.  John 
Cassin,  Dr.  James  G.  Cooper,  Prof.  Chester  Dewey,  Dr.  Ferdinand  V.  Hayden,  Robert  Kennicott, 
Dr.  Jared  Kirtland,  Dr.  Increase  Lapham,  General  George  A.  McCall,  Dr.  John  Strong  Newberry, 
Mr.  Titian  Ramsey  Peale,  Sir  John  Richardson,  Mr.  Anton  Schott,  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Wilson. 

In  the  search  for  materials  concerning  Swainson's  career,  much  interesting  matter  was  found 
relative  to  William  Bullock  whose  name  must  be  familiar  to  most  in  connection  with  "Bullock's 
Oriole."  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  collectors  of  objects  of  natural  history  in  Mexico,  and  his 
adventures  and  speculations  in  Mexico  and  about  Cincinnati  constitute  an  interesting  episode 
which  will  entertain  the  readers  of  the  Osprey.  A  sketch  has  been  prepared  of  his  doings,  and 
will  be  published  in  due  time. 

It  has  been  found  a  more  difficult  task  than  was  expected  to  obtain  good  biographical  accounts 
of  birds.  Those  presented  are  generally  too  fragmentary  and  one  sided.  A  certain  pride  is  also 
apt  to  incline  the  biographer  to  inject  too  much  of  his  own  personality  into  the  work,  and  to  boast 
that  it  is  the  result  of  his  own  observation.  Now,  very  rarely,  in  fact  almost  by  no  possibility, 
can  one  man  observe  all  the  facts  that  combined  make  up  the  life  history  of  any  bird.  It  seems  to 
as  that  a  biography  which  embodies  the  results  of  the  observations  of  previous  observers  and  in 
which  a  proper  criticism  of  such  results  is  exercised  is  better  than  any  summary  of  the  observations 
of  anyone  observer.  As  a  starter,  the  biography  of  the  Osprey  [Fandion  haliaetos  carolinensis) 
will  be  commenced  in  the  first  number  of  the  new  volume  (fifth)  of  the  journal  to  which  it  has  given 
name.  This  will  be  abundantly  illustrated.  We  do  not  submit  this  as  a  model  by  any  means,  but 
as  the  best  we  can  do  under  the  circumstances.  It  will  at  least  bring  together  information  that  is 
very  widely  scattered.  We  hope  to  follow  it  by  others.  Later,  also,  it  is  proposed  to  give  an 
illustrated  .synopsis  of  the  finch-like  birds  of  the  United  States  which  have  been  monographed  by 
Mr.  Ridgway  in  a  revision  of  all  the  species  of  North  and   Middle  America. 

The  commencement  of  a  new  century  will  naturally  lead  us  to  a  retrospective  view  of  what 
has  been  accomplished  in  the  past.  Not  less  progressive  than  other  branches  of  knowledge  has 
been  ornithology.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  provide  accounts  of  the  progress  of  two  depart. 
ments  of  the  science.  One  article  will  be  devoted  to  the  recapitulation  of  the  principal  steps  in  the 
progress  of  ornithological  classification,  from  the  extremely  crude  condition  in  which  it  existed  at 
the  commencement    of   the  century  to  the  stage  which  it  now  presents.     Another  review  will  con- 


trast  the  knowledge  of  American  birds  a  hundred  years  ago  with  that  at  the  present  time,  and  will 
especially  indicate  the  waves  which  have  agitated  the  sea  of  species  and  the  ebbs  and  flows  which 
have  marked  its  development. 

Other  contributions  have  also  been  provided  for,  and  several  are  already  prepared. 
A  catalogue  of  the  popular  periodicals  devoted  to  ornithology  that  have  been  published  from 
time  to  time  will  be  presented  by  Dr.  Richmond.     The  number  is  great,  and  the  questions  are  often 
asked,  when  was  a  given  journal  published?     How  many  were  issued?     And  other  doubts  relative  to 
its  existence  and  character.     Such  will  be  answered  as  nearly  as  possible. 

Another  contribution  will  be  given  by  Mr.  Ridgway  on  the  size  of  the  Condor  of  California 
compared  with  that  of  the  Condor  of  the  Andes.  The  material  for  this  purpose  has  been  acquired 
recently  by  the  U.  S.  National  Museum. 

Professor  Bartsch  will  continue  the  series  of  sketches  of  bird-life  as  it  changes  from  season  to 
season  which  have  received  much  commendation;  he  will  also  give  views  of  aggregations  of  birds 
and  their  accommodation  to  different  environments,  as  the  woods,  the  open  fields,  etc. 

The  articles  on  the  Birds  of  the  Bible  promised  in  the  preface  of  the  preceding  volume  have 
not  been  forgotten,  and  are  indeed  already  in  hand  and  will  be  published,  it  is  expected,  at  no 
distant  date. 

The  business  of  the  OsprEy  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  encroach  on  the 
time  of  the  editors  and,  it  must  be  confessed,  correspondence  has  been  somewhat  neglected.  We 
trust  that  the  indulgence  of  our  friends  will  be  accorded  to  us  for  such  neglect.  With  the  next 
year  a  special  manager  of  subscription  and  business  correspondence  will  be  appointed,  and  we  hope 
there  will  be  no  further  cause  for  complaint  on  account  of  failure  to  answer  letters. 

The  appearance  of  the  next  succeeding  numbers  of  the  OsprEY  will  be  delayed  in  order  to  ac- 
comodate the  volume  to  the  calendar  year  so  that  hereafter  a  volume  may  cover  all  the  issues  of  a 
single  year. 

A  table  of  contents  and  index  are  herewith  issued  for  the  volume.  The  indexer  has  made 
a  much  more  elaborate  article  than  may  be  considered  necessary.  The  cost  for  the  prepara- 
tion and  printing  of  this,  it  may  be  added,  has  been  much  more  than  that  of  any  of  the  usual 
numbers  of  the  magazine. 

In  response  to  many  inquiries,  we  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  that  no  copies  of  the  entire  first 
volume  are  in  stock  but  if  orders  are  given,  we  will  inform  would-be  purchasers  when  we  have  an 
opportunity  to  obtain  a  copy.  A  few  copies  of  Volume  II  are  still  in  hand  which  will  be  sold  for 
$1.50  a  volume.  Copies  of  Volume  III  and  IV  may  still  be  had  for  $1.00  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  and  $1.25  elsewhere. 
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